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was dislocated as he wrestled with him. 2" Then he said, "Let me go, for dawn has broken.” 30. qaw — Your name. An angel exists only to perform
And he said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” God's will, and his “name” Is a reflection of that mission. In

. N . " asking the angel his name, Jacob sought to learn the nature
» He said to him, “What is your name? of his mission, but the ange! replied that he had no set name,
He replied, “Jacob. for the names of angels change according to their assign-

29 He said, “No longer will it be said that your name is Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven ments (Rashl)
with the Divine and with man and have overcome.”
30 Then Jacob inquired, and he said, “Divulge, if you please, your name. t
And he said, “Why then do you inquire of my name?” And he blessed him there.
31 So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel — "For [ have seen the Divine face lo face,
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HROUGHQUT THE NIGHT, YAAKOV STRUGGLED WITH THE

to utter a song of praise befare God "™ N20 K@y M9 19K angel of Eisav, and he was victorious. Toward morn-
npimay — R Ch;lbu] r;&:rted to me, “Stifled one! Are you ing, the angel asks Yaakov to release him, but Yaakov
attempting to stifie me?"" KM 20T T KT TR IMK . .
mengty 19 73 Wy — 1 said again, “What is the reaning of refuses unles:s the ang.el blesses him. The angel informs
that which is written, Then he said, ‘Let me go for dawn has Yaakov that his name will be changed to Yisrael. “And what is
broken?™ 1 gy — [R’ Chelbo] then answered me, 1] our name?” Yaakov asks the angel. But the angel's onl
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| Michael and Gabriel, who are celestial princes, i.c, archan- .y response is a cryptic question, “Why do you ask my name?
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THE ANGELS' MADREIGAH DEPENDS
ON THE EARTHLY CREATURES

DID WE EVER imagine that the sublimity of level that the angels

"%can reach depends on our service of Hashem Yisbarach? It is in-
deed so, and it follows from the above-mentioned passage from
the Ma'amar haChochmah of Ramchal.

According to Ramchal, we beg Hashem Yisbarach to instill

* the dread of Him (77°%) upon the angels (2'X113). As we know,
the angels, being celestial creatures, are well aware of the nmnpiY,
the supernal highness, of Hashem Yisbarach, and thus surely
fear and dread Him. Therefore, how are we supposed to under-
stand the nature of our prayer — to instill upon them the dread
of Hashem?
¥\ The answer is that, as a matter of fact, the loftiness of the
angels’ madreigah depends on our own service of Hashem Yis-
barach. Chazal say (Chullin 91b): AW DMK MWD RN PR
Ry YXI 1Y T ARy, “The ministering angels do not ut-
ter [their praise and] songs in their heavenly realms until Yisrael
utters [their own praises to Hashem] here in these low spheres.”
And although we say in the Kedushah prayer, “We will sanctify
Your Name in the same way as it is sanctified in Heaven,” we
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only refer to the manner in which this sanctification is uttered by
the celestial creatures in Heaven. In other words, we learn from
the angels how to say Kedushah, and we do it the same way they
do. However, when it comes to the actual utterance of this sanc- _
tification, the angels can utter it only after Yisrael does so here
on earth. Therefore, if we really fear (Tnd) Hashem Yisbarach
the way we should, our fear will help the angels rise to a higher
spiritua! plane and reach a more intense sense of fear, that of
dread ().
This then, is the explanation of the entire passage:

¢ 97N 10 123, “and thus, instill fear of You” (the lower form
of fear, as we have mentioned above), 7{yn %3 Yy, “upon all
that You have made,” meaning the lowly creatures, such as the
human beings in the physical realm of 7?Wy. This will cause the
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implanting of 'K, “Your dread” (the highest expression of
fear), Nx73w 7 Y2 Yy, “upon all that You have created,” i.e. the

~ angels who belong to the spiritual realm of 7%3. The result of
this 702 and mps will be...

i)

MY SOLE DESIRE 37 £, < v

Our hearts may be overcome with distress. We feel as if
we are groping in the dark. But when the situation is allevi-
ted, we see how that very distress brought us so much closer)
to Hashem. We cleaved to Him so tightly. We strengthene
ourselves and had faith in Him. And now we thank Him for
every bit of progress and every miniscule improvement. In
retrospect, we can see that the nisyonos Hashem sent us were
valuable' gifts that helped us draw closer to Him. After the
stormy winter, the succulent fruits begin to grow. Now we can
see the goodness that Hashem showered upon us when we
were still in the midst of our tribulations, though we couldn’t
appreciate it at the time.

\8 R. Fronk

av Chaim Dov Keller offers a dlfferent interpretation of the
dialogue between Yaakov and the angel. He interprets
Yaakov's question along the same lines as does Rav Chasman.
Yaakov wanted to know the essence of the yetzer hara,

®because he wanted to forewarn his descendants and fortify

them against this formidable foe.
“Why do you ask my name?” the angel replied. “It is a
pointless endeavor to prepare your descendants for their

to do this, | change form in every generation. The situations

{encounters with me. My mission is to test people, and in order

X

change, the temptations change, and | change. In one gener-
ation, the temptation may be idol worship, and that is where I

concentrate my efforts. In another generation, it may be the
heresies of sc-called enlightenment, and that is where | con-
centrate my efforts. | am always taking on a different form and
changing my essence. Telling what my name is now would not
help your descendants in the future.”

In our own times, it seems to me, the changed form of the

_yetzer hara is the pursuit of wealth and worldly pleasures.

Materialism is the bane of our generation. And that chameleon
known as the yetzer hara is working actively to promote it.
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According to our Sages, this angel was the guardian angel
of Eisav, also known as Satan, also known as the yetzer hara,
the evil inclination. Rav Leib Chasman explains that, since the
name of a person or being reflects his essence, when Yaakov
asked the angel for his name he was actually trying to discov-

er his essence. He was actualt y saying, “What are you all
about, yetzer hara? What makes you tick? What is the secret of
your power over people?” :

And the angel replied, “Why do you ask my name?” In other
words, explains Rav Leib Chasman, there is no point in asking

this question. The yetzer hara is not a reality, only a figment of

"'bthe imagination. [t is an image that is conjured in the mind when
a person is consumed by desire. But in reality, there is no sep-
¥ arate entity called the yetzer hara. It is the person himself.
Sometimes, a person lies in the dark and sees huge shad-
ows forming on the wall. He is terrified. Perhaps it is a bear, or
an intruder. But then he flicks on the light and sees that it was

nothing, only his own overactive imagination. This is the yelzer
~ hara, a_shadow in the night, a figure of fantasy, without reality,

without essence. And when you flick on the light, you discover
that nothing was there in the first place.
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This profound understanding of the essence of the yi7 7¥> was
revealed to Yaakov by the Angel of Esav when the two wrestled at
the Yabok river crossing. After overpowering the Angel, Yaakov
asked him, "qow K3 i, Please fell me your name.”” He replied,
“mwY Sxwn M Y, Why do you ask for my name?” (Bereishis
32:30). By asking for his name, Yaakov was actually asking him to
» explain his essence (see Sforno). The 'name’ of an entity defines its
essence. This we learn from the fact that Adam’s greatness expressed
itself in his ability to give names to all living creatures, thereby
defining their essence. This, then, gives us an understanding of the
Angel’s reply, “Why do you ask for my name?” The Angel of Esav
-was not posing a question, but rather giving a reply. "My slr'Eh};-tr’L
ies in the fact that people do not pause to examine me more closely to
know my name, my essence, for if they would, it. would dispel the ¥,
illusion that I present”” Thus the Angel of Esav truly answered
Yaakov's question as to his ‘name.’
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Another possible understanding of the Angel’s reply to Yaakov is
that in truth he has no name, for a name denotes a tangible reality.

t]'llé‘ reality that he presents, he is in fact nameless. Henc—tfj;Ti r_n;%
mw' Yrwn, Why do you ask for my name for I have none.
My father 97¥1 explained the following verse in Koheles in this

vein:
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is especially significant in light of Rashi’s comment that this was Bisav's guardian
angel. Was Eisav—or his angel—an idol worshipper? Was he a talmid chacham?

Man’s Struggle With the Yetzer Hara ”

The &li Yakar sheds light on this matter. ﬂe writes a lengthy explanation of Yaakov
“Avinu's wrestling match with Eisav’s guardian angel, including an explanation of the
kangel's guise as described in Chullin. The gist of his thesis is that this was not a one-time
“struggle between these two protagonists, but that it represents the ongoing battle that
i1akes place constantly between every Jew and his yetzer hara. The yetzer hara employs
smuyltiple strategies and masks in its efforts to ensnare the Jew in its trap. Its guiding
 principle is, “All’s fair in...war" including disguising itself as the yetzer hatov.

. Drawing on the same concept, the.Chofetz Chaim (Shemiras Halashon, vol. 1, unit
tHa'lorah, ch. 6) explains Chazals teaching (Brachos 61a) that “the yetzer hara sits
ibetween the two openings of man's heart”: The yetzer hatov has a permanent place in
tthe heart, but the yetzer hara switches places continually, settling wherever it can best
'persuade one to follow it at any given moment.!

§ The Yetzer Hara Citing Chapter and Verse

~  This, then, is why Eisav’s angel appears to Yaakov Avinu in different guwes, This
€ angel is the embodiment of the yetzer hara, which continues to struggle »::3 wrestle

& with every Jew in every generation. Depending on the situation, the yetzer hara appears

¢ 1in the form that suits it best, to enable it to win its battles. Sometimes it appears as an p)
£idol worshipper—which means that sometimes it is able to make a sin so appealing

? that it can say, “Go ahead and do it, even though we know it is a sin!”

;35 At other times the yetzer hara appears in the guise of a_talmid chacham. It plants
: thoughls in a persons heart that persuade him not to perform a particular mitzvah,
: convincing him that, for a hundred and one reasons, it really would be against the
 halachah to do that mitzvah. This yetzer hara sometimes persuades a person to commit
an awful sin, convincing him that he is actually fulfilling an important mitzvan in the

process. See the Pri Tzaddik (Parshas Beshalach #10) and the Shem Mi'Shmuel (Parshas

Tetzaveh - Shushan Purim).?

NYaakov Avinu’s battle with Fisav’s guardian angel is the paradigm of our lifelong
battle with the yetzer hara. Chazals description of the angel appearing in one of varions
guises reveals to us one of the yetzer hara’s strategies in its struggle to mislead ma.n

from the true path.

L’2’]'1!7§Batt.le for Survival
The fact that the yetzer hara is able to employ these strategies presents each off
us with an enormous challenge. The Torah relates that Eisav’s guatdian angel was
incapable of overcoming Yaakov Avinu, but once he saw that he would not win thef
battle, “he touched [Yaakov’| thigh, and [Yaakov's] thigh became sprained while hes
wrestled with him” (Bereishis 32:26). This means that, although the yetzer hara did no
prevail in his battle with Yaakov, he left a mark nevertheless, and thus we must realize
that in our never-ending battle with the yeizer hara, the enemy has some degree off
lgﬂuence over us. That influence is its ability *3 muddle our perceptions so that we ang
pot able to discern whether it is the yetzer hetav or the yetzer haro pulling us to do o
to refrain from doing any particular deed. Ve rarely recognize the yetzer hara when #
is appearing to us in the guise of a talmid :nachan:.
From this we canJearn that each of us must stand strong in this battle and rema
constantly on guard. We must always ques ion ourselves in order (o distinguish bcrwcn
the genuine yetzer hatov and an impostor. If we remain mindful at all times and try od'
very best, we will succeed, with Hashem's extracridinary help, As Chazal (Kiddushik
30b) interpreted the pasuk (Tehillim 37:32-33), “The evil one [ie., the yetzer hard
seeks the tzaddik and wishes to kill him.” but “Hashem will not forsake [the tzaddik] &
its [i.e. the yetzer hara’s] hand”

11. R’ Chelbo appamntly concurs with ths opinion recorded in Yalkut
Shironi §T32) that idenfifies the angel who fought with Jacob as

't:nm cited above (77 §3) that it was the

imoni explains that Mmlmel was not fighting Jacob out of

antagonism. Rather, his p was to demaonstrate to Jacob that he
hadnoreasontoﬁarEsau.ﬁi?_;wasavenaEletouvereomaun of
4 (Fod (see below, v. 29). Ha oh. BUZEe

the angel Gabrie whowasmﬂghmmthJawb(male&me

2\
[NV PR AR YA DR 0O0Wn 0°9an? nvn DX amte B
270 Dhann DT AYhna Lyn nR oUEwien @hant xYN 4

VOPR LYRAIW PT 2D KW WRIA TIAINA LDKOED 0% PR LyRow
LTTAVA PR DIRD NN DOWMR DMWRI DYANR WK MNER nwnn

DIDIR RATW 7R PED DYMIRND RY o9an .00 Yw orRw otvan on

TPORW AWRY 2wnl DR LYARI KU AP RMPT AR DERW ¢ q7 pevp)

TSWRT LADMWD N DA DIRD NRMP MR NOWM XS OR DT Y PRw

nb3 oMY Thana AYwR M OTRA NROJWW MY anwRIn
STRD XM NP RN YD P LOTRINOED

M3 RYR PR DAIWRIT AWRRY K°7 DRRM L7200 WY W0 wan DTN

JOTR? RIP NN N2WR N2 DAY PRW LFON DWWIRT WhAdY TP av
PIN_N2WhA 7O WYY ,nDnp JWEW MR LJwRl RIT NPT WY PR 0K
NWRIT PEIT 7Y DDOW NN MXapnn vy Ay yanb (emw Ty N
APR CTPBR BIND AAWRIN A2WRR YR 070 mmavs wen xm oI
S130 7RIDY MR DRMR PR YNNI ana wiw Bd RO ATTIRCED
TR DWW IR PI0DAW DI EY DY YR AR XUEn DR

% Lo
(0293w MO390 1 91T3 MO TN (fn mbp o ey VONT O9pR R2OD

%1 722 %Y P¥7 ONNDW NBAs LRI DAY ATIRAR Wi Py
[¥I0 0T pINNE DUSapND NWIRTIW Y00 Lprngl TN PWRIN PEtm

X7 _0nnY IRD AWp TR NaY Yan e T ,navnm 7Mm pwRan

793 791 DIRT DK .MIw? M D001 MINEY THY 100NN 1% IR
11377 R NONR WRD LPp12 11wy YOV JWRIT NEI3 A3 0 Yab niow
¥ LIRIN DW BYTITE DMIETR LNIEY MR Y NIIZT 0YBomnn IR
X0 J2°0 A0V AT 2W0) DIRM DVID) OMART L MAVREY PINNS WK

PIIT_TA_NED MDY OX LPWRIT VNS 20IRA 0 IRNIRA Tne
DY By 1 73y — poxn 2

=l

TPW ANy DY WOR YD oopaRl uR LATAYR wnwt %93 noonn NN
JMTISNR P2 0% IR ATAYR DUWY R BY — RN NYER apnvnn A

§E'I'I R enbnn U'IZDW ,Avans any Jnambws b mx 12 Dwn

TR AMRRA AM0R 1NN IRW MR _NYnnRn NTwRNa L IWRAA 1000
¥V MY IBEMNT — Y AT WRIT NE1? anon ox nxiy DIR
27N T AR aMBPwa WX 771NN N2 IRD TV Annven Awp R AET
RN 27PN 1R 13 DIPRNR L PIPN? ANY DIpRY Annna Amn nR 1A

annbnn NN
29

T I DTR W0 WA ROVK TIY
«(%,ny 773) PR R0

mNRT b 9om 1a

W WY WR PARTY - RN BIPYI
prdie =1 Sy ey B = < o)

DOWR 1 INR IXW IR T YNOM
RPN ADRY P WY 0 DMK
772p7 17 MR )3T 123 YN 1) P
%92 °HW 115 Pwyw nwy no YRoMY
MR KO 07 YW 1M % mx ,om
RIM ,I7P72 M5 ANK 17 K P
TR YRDT7 YRIM R T FIRD M0
JTI82 DY TRy JEn mwpaa Man 3%
RDM T, MIKIDIT By nnmn anRw

(297 TR IRy

WOR MY PRIV INRHY IRY IR

nwIPw Py 977 993 yan

MUPR T an avhn mewn
PY° 2Y IR Mynnw

WY OYWIR MINTI TIY 70T TR M

N 2T MYRWH L0000 IR

LY ATV DWH 27 TIWRY 1D
279 2N 131,750 opnb




¥

X

( Because Yaakov banished his fear and did what he had to )

a6

When the Sar shel Esav, Esav’s angel, approaches Yaakov,
ready for battle, Yaakov asked, “What's your name?” to which
the angel replied, “I have no name. There is no name for fear.”
Baseless anxiety has no name because it's all in the mind. “But
you, who won this battle, will receive a new name, Yisrael.”

34 / YEMIMA MIZRACHI SPEAKS

despite his fearful nature, he received a name that personifies |
victory. Ki sarisa im Elokim v'im anashim vatuchal — “For you
have striven with the Divine and with man and you have over-
come” (Bereishis 32:29). %

Every shachor, darkness, is followed by shachar, morning.
Vayizrach lo hashemesh — “The sun rose for him” (ibid. 32:32).
Very soon, all your fears will be obliterated. Once the morn;
ing star will rise in the sky, you will see that you aren't Yaakov

anymore. You are Yisrael: the one who won the battle with the

'*{angel, the one who conquered his fear in order to come closer

to Hashem.
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This is not an easy task; indeed, Rav Yisrael Salanter is quoted as
having said that it is harder to fix a single middah than to learn all
of Shas.

. In this regard, unfortunately, we find that some people at age fifty 3
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are still at the same stage they were at when they were fifteen, with
the same smiddos: anger, jealousy, cowardice, and so on, each per-
son according to his inborn nature. This phenomenon exists cven
among those who immersed themselves in Torah and mitzvos, for if
they did not work to rectify their middos, they cannot possibly have
overcome their natural tendencies. These people need to review the
words of the Vilna Gaon that we quoted above: The reason a person
is alive is so that he can to correct a middah that he has not yet rectified.
Therefore a person must constantly strengthen himself in this regard, and if
he doesn’t, what purpose is there to his life?
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